
CQRASN
Where the arts are central! 
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YeeGee Newlum –  I am Trudie Leigo and I live an work on Taribelang country – which is apart of the Bundaberg Region. 
The words I just spoke are hello and welcome everyone in Taribelang. 
I’d also like to acknowledge the traditional owners of this astounding country we are gathering on. And pay my respects to the Elders both past, present and emerging. As well as extend my respect to any traditional owners and First Nations people here with us today. 
I’m here today to tell you a little about what CQRASN is all about. 



Population: 
642,693
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We service a population of about 643,000 people. 
We service 14 LGAs.
Our region extends from as far south as the South Burnett, so just a stones throw from here, to as far North as the Whitsundays and out west to the Central highlands. 
Our communities are really diverse, from large coastal cities, through to rural inland towns. 
Our region also includes the two historic and culturally important communities of Woorabinda and Cherbourg. 
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We re are hosted by CQUniversity.
Which has the largest footprint of any university in the country, CQU boasts campuses in every mainland state.
We’re renowned for online education and social equity.
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We have 4 part time Arts Officers across the region 
I am based in Bundaberg and Julie Barratt is based in Rockhampton, Wanda Bennett in Mackay and Nickeema Williams in Woorabinda. 
Our acting manager Patty Preece is based in Cairns. 





In 2.5 years, 
we have…

DELIVERED OVER 20 ARTS 
PROJECTS. 

EMPLOYED OVER 150 ARTISTS. OFFERED OVER 300 HOURS OF 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES TO ARTISTS.

ENGAGED OVER 1000 
PARTICIPANTS IN OUR 

PROGRAMS.

DEVELOPED OVER 30 
PARTNERSHIPS.

LEVERAGED OVER $2 MILLION 
INVESTMENT IN THE ARTS.
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Over the past two and half years we have…



What do we deliver?
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So, what is that we do?



We invest in artists
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From day one we have supported artists to take part in one on one mentoring programs.
This is Dave Quarrell a filmmaker from Bundaberg who through our Hothouse mentoring project secured a 26 cinema nation wide release of his documentary series Big Fish Big Adventures. 
This 8 part series has gone on to be purchased by TV channels around the world.



We run skills development workshops
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We run workshops in so many different things - Digital arts and animation, grant writing, project management, curating, marketing, fundraising, poetry, theatre writing, photography and so much more. 
This is Creative Recovery Training led by Scotia Monkivitch from the Creative Recovery Network. 
Through successful grants we have brought Scotia to our region to train artists to become creative responders and to facilitate creative recovery projects in the aftermath of disasters. 
We are currently rolling out workshops in Bundaberg, Duaringa, Yeppoon and Mackay. 




We connect online
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When COVID 19 hit we took our PD opportunities online. Offering a range of learning opportunities to artists and trying to provide a way for people to connect again.
This was our Tiny Theatre Works program, whereby Creative Region’s Di Wills taught participants how to write and perform their very own monologue.  
As a team we have always embraced technology to aid our service delivery and to work with each other. 



We partner with local government
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A big focus of our network and service delivery is partnering with Local Government.
We recognise that Local Governments are big contributors to our CQ arts industry. 
We have brought Local government workers together and they now regularly collaborate, coinvest in projects and share info and expertise with each other. 
This is Mayor Josh Weazel from Woorabinda Aboriginal Shire Council and his daughter Jada who is a talented performing artist. 



We build networks 
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We’ve supported the formation of 3 regional clusters within our region, and a steering committee which are made of local representatives. 
These groups help advise us on what our communities most need and partner with us on projects. 
In 2019 we brought our LGA reps and some of our regional artists from across CQ to Brisbane to attend a summit. 
We are pictured here with Minister Enoch who joined us for one of our planning sessions. 




We build communication channels
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Many artists from our region regularly tell us they would never have heard about local, state or national arts opportunities if it wasn’t for CQRASN. 
And that’s because we are embedded in our communities, we regularly share info via email and social media. 
But we regularly share in person when we bump into someone at the exhibition opening or the grocery store. 
We also run networking events as we understand how important it is to get artists from across disciplines, connected and collaborating. 



We don’t work alone 
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Every project we work on we always partner with others. 
This photo is taken at the opening of the Woorabinda Arts & Cultural Centre earlier this year. 
Featured are our CQRASN officers Nickeema Williams and Julie Barratt, along with Woorabinda artists and our project partners BHP, and Woorabinda Council. 
Julie will be talking more in depth about the development of this exciting space in her talk on Friday, so do make sure you catch that session. 



We deliver cross regional projects

We deliver cross regional projects
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Our ethos is to help artists to lift their gaze. 
To push their boundaries and get out of their comfort zones. 
To work outside of their own local communities and build new networks and audiences for their work. 
This is Mackay based multi media artist Donna Maree Robinson who we employed to teach artists in Gladstone, Kingaroy, Emerald and Airlie Beach animation and projection skills. 
In the second phase of this project, Donna selected 6 artists (from the original workshops) to mentor to create a new collaborative animation artwork. 
The artwork is currently being premiered as part of our upcoming Shine Bright Festival. 




We support community
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We like to use the arts to support our communities.
We don’t need to lead, but rather we like to support others to. 
Wanda Bennett helped to bring the communities of Eungulla and Finch Hatton together as they were recovering from devastating bushfires. 
Pictured are students from Eungella State School who were involved in a collaborative felt project with artist Lisa Roebig Holmes. 
Wanda will be talking in depth about this project tomorrow, so make sure you catch that session. 



We celebrate talent
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Throughout May and June we are running a new innovative cross regional festival called Shine Bright.
Through a curated program of events in May and June we are featuring projection art, live music, exhibitions, comedy, workshops, open studios and so much more.  
We are shining a light on the incredible talent of Central Queensland, but even more importantly as we recover from COVID 19 we are increasing the employment of artists in our region and we are bringing our communities back together.
You can find the full program of events on our website. 



www.cqregionalarts.net
@cqrasn
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So, to find out more about us:
Go to our website.
Follow us on FB or Instagram.
Or come say hi.
Thankyou everyone for you time today. 


http://www.cqregionalarts.net/
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